THE IRISH HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION

c/o Bantry,
Killiney,
Co. Dublin.

25th November, 1981

Mr. Kellsher,
Aeronautical Service,
Department of Transport,
Setanta Centre,

Dublin 2,

et Fatal Accident, Rush Beach, 18/10/81

Dear Mr. Kellehsr,

We enclose the Report of our Safety Officer, regarding
the above accident.

It is difficult to belisve that the unfortunate victim,
Daragh Harding, was unawars of the dangers of towed hang
gliding experiments.

We enclose articles from "Wings!" and an extract from the
I.H.G,A, Rule Book, on the sub ject.

If there are any points in this report on which you would
like additional information, please let me know.

Yours sincerely,

M %’W@Ewm .

N.P. KOUMARIANOS




HARDING

ACCIDENT - RUSH CO. DUBLIN
18TH OCTOBER 1981

n
.

Cause of Accident.

Report and statement by
Garda Donal Campion, Rush Garda Station.

Report by Mr, Kieran Butterly,
Eush, Co. Dublin.

Report by John Rossiter,
Irish Hang Gliding Association,
Safety Officer.

Condition of glider.




CAUSE OF ACCIDENT

On Sunday the 18th October 1981 Darragh Harding
was involved in a hang gliding accident at

Rush beach, Co. Dublin.

Injuries Sustained - Fatal,

It appears that Mr, Harding, from witness
accounts and damage sustained to the glider,
got into a lockout situation from which he

did not recover.



STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE OF GARDA DONAL CAMPION
22177E MADE AT RUSH GARDA STATION
19TH OCTOBER 1981

I am a member of An Garda Siochana, stationed at Rush Garda
station, Rush, Co. Dublin. At 6,320 p.m. on the evening of
Sunday the 18th October 1981, while on patrol, I went to the
south beach, Rush, Co. Dublin, While I was there I noticed

a man, Darragh Harding, harnassing himself to a black and
white hang glider. I also noticed a white Alfasud, motor car,
approximately 100 vards down the beach in the direction of
Portrane, from Harding. The rear of this motor car was
attached to the nose of the glider by means of a blue rope.
There was a man sitting in the driver's seat of the motor car,
I saw Harding pick up the hang glider., At the same time the
motor car moved off in the direction of Portrane, along the
beach. When Harding had taken about six steps forward the
glider took off and rose to an altitude of about 10 feet,

It stayed at this altitude for a distance of about ten vards.,
Then the glider rose steadily to an altitude of about 100 feet
when suddenly the nose of the glider dropped and plummeted
towards the ground. When the nose of the glider turned towards
the ground I saw Harding's hands leave the control bar of the
glider. When he hit the ground I ran towards him. The motor
car immediately stopped and the driver got out and ran back
towards Harding, reaching him before I did. Harding was lving o
his back on the sand when I reached him. His left leg appeared
to be broken. He was having difficulty breathing so I opened
his helmet strap and undid the zip of his Jacket. Kieran
Butterly came out from his house on South Shore Road and I
asked him to ring for a doctor and an ambulance. Doctor
Murray arrived at about 6,45 p.m. I went to the main street
to await the arrival of the ambulance. The ambulance arrived
at about 7.10 p.m. I helped the ambulance men to carry the
stretcher back to the ambulance. Harding was still breathing
when he was put into the ambulance. I later learned that he

had died. When towing Harding I would say that the motor car




did not exceed 10 M.P.H. The rope which joined the
glider and the motor car is 100 yards long. I have
read over this statement and I am satisfied that it is

correct.

Signed Garda 22177E

(Don Campion)




REPORT BY MR. KIERAN BUTTERLY
RUSH CO. DUBLIN

Mr. K. Butterly of South Shore Road, Rush, Co, Dublin said

that he had seen the glider on the beach on Friday and
Saturday of the same weekend but it was not flying. On

Sunday he was sitting at home loocking out onto the beach when
he noticed the glider was on the beach and it appeared that

the pilot was attempting to be towed by a white Alfasud car,
The car moved off down the beach and the glider rose up into
the air to a height of approximately 100 feet. All of a sudden
the glider was plummeting to the ground at which stage

Mr. Butterly ran out to see if he could be of any assistance,




REPORT BY JOHN ROSSITER
IRISH HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION
- SAFETY OFFICER

This is the first time towing has been attempted in Ireland.
Towing is a highly specialised method of launching a hang

glider and must only be attempted by experienced hang glider
pilots having received adequate training through an approved

towing school, not available in Ireland at present.

Had Mr. Harding been a member of the I.H.G.A. and sought
information on towing methods he would have received a very

strong warning of the dangers inveolved,

John Rossiter - Safety Officer

Irish Hang Gliding Association.




CONDITION OF GLIDER

1. Both uprights broken.

2. Keel broken just before hang point
and behind hang peoint,

3, Keel fin broken at hang point.

4, Crosstubes okay (Rope tied to left
side of hang point.

5. Right L/edge broken 2 feet from nose
plate and at deflexor point.

G. Left Lfedge bent at nose plate.

T Sail badly torn at nose plate,
hang point and at traking edge left side.

a8, King post, bottom bar and hang point okay,

John Rossiter - Safety Offic
Irish Hang Gliding Associati
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wk him well over a tho
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‘B a pity thal contral [
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il would really like to g
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such a lension as (o
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Exmract Feom WINGS L'

Getting
near
2,000
by tow
launch

away paying oul line to leave
the first-time speclator
imagining that the wing wiil
surely be yanked In two wilh
the pilot suffering neck
whiplash. Tha Tist-
disappearing brake man hen
applies the brake and glider
and pilol are fifty feol high and
climbing fast before vou Tully
realise what's happened

Aller 'I-\.<l.llhll'lL it myself 1
went away amnd mentally Hved
through the whole ¢ Xperience a
hundred times,

My firsl real launch brought
with It a vastly  helghtened
pre-flight awareness, bladder
contraction, and dey  math,
The  actunl  lnunch was  so
much a  duplication of my
expectations  that it proved
easy and exhilarating,

Believe mae, (Us an incredible
expertence o waleh the low
vehicle turn Trom life -sige Lo
a speck in theee minutes  and
o have o Kilometre of rope
hanging from the glider
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The first few launches make
your arms ache until you learn
to relax amd ride the bumps,

Flying stralght with arms al
full streteh s o new experienee

and strangely relaxing,  You
wilih Lhe Lovwy vehicle
undernealh the  bollam bar
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oo ks pretty lromatic ...

w

with occasional glances at 1h
altimeter, Anything undeg
1,300 feel we've come o regar
as a bit medioere. To da
we've reached 1,800 on 3.3
feel of line, and so now with
added length we'll soon
cracking 2,000 feel — and
all want to be first to do it.
It's sheer magic to drop e
line at 1,800 feel and sudden

become seemingly welghtlesd,

muotionless and quicet, with th
car below reduced to minatue
and the whole airfield sprea
out and looking small, Much

our towing has been in th
evenings  after  work  (an
scthool — sorry Andrew) whe
the alr is gla.nsy smooth an
you can fly with wvitually Ho
control Input. Wilh no othe)
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and villages which wolld 1.|keﬁ
¥
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Androw Hill
= "dublous character*

Flying in such conditions is
50 cfforiless thatl normal |‘|1.,|r1:;
improves ecasily s you can
do whilever you wish exactly
when you want o, You can
Ny pre-determined manocuvres
i 3608 can be wound into Lhe
ground as you don’l  wory "y
aboul drifting over the back
Your spol  landings  become
pretty smart oo, Then IUs hiteh
up and away you go again,

| L1 1]

We've nol yel caupbit o poodd
thermal day bul we've flown
al timwes when Hght winds have
kept hill fMiors grounded

The Iocal populntion seems
not to have noticed us and so
there has been little problem
with speciators, Tom Baxier
the farmer's son, is the only
regular non-flier to give us o
hand, and we suspect it won't
be too long before he takes
himsel! off to a school for his
P or ultralight certificate,

If you're o compelent P2 and
have the chanee to tow liwuneh
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Andrew Brough is
in the process of writing a
lowing manual
Incorporate advice from world.
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development and proving of his
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If you try fixed.line
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